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in my conduct, that my doings and avoidings must depend upon
iny own conviction; that indeed I would never bigotedly cleave
to my own opinion, but on the other hand would willingly be rea-
soned with; yet, as it concerned my own happiness, the decision
must proceed from myself, and be liable to no manner of constraint.
The greatest physician could not move me by his reasonings to
take an article of food, which perhaps was altogether wholesome
and agreeable to many, so soon as my experience had shown that
on all occasions it was noxious to me; as I might produce coffee
for an instance: and just as little, nay still less, would I have
any sort of conduct which misled me, preached up and demon-
strated upon me as morally profitable.
Having so long prepared myself in silence, these debates were
rather pleasant than vexatious to me. I gave vent to my soul; I
felt the whole worth of my determination. I yielded not a hair's-
breadth ; and those to whom I owed no filial respect were sharply
handled and dispatched. In the family I soon prevailed. My
mother from her youth had entertained these sentiments, though
in her they had never reached maturity; for no necessity had
pressed upon her, and exalted her courage to achieve her purpose.
She rejoiced in beholding her silent wishes fulfilled through me.
My younger sisters seemed to join themselves with me; the second
was attentive and quiet. Our aunt had the most to object. The
arguments which she employed appeared to her irrefragable; and
they were irrefragable, being altogether commonplace. At last I
was obliged to show her, that she had no voice in the affair in any
sense; and after this, she seldom signified that she persisted in
her views. She was indeed the only person that observed this
transaction close at hand, without in some degree experiencing
its influence. I do not calumniate her, when I say that she had
no character, and the most limited idea£.
My father had acted altogether in his own way. He spoke
not much, but often, with me on the matter: his arguments were
rational; and being his arguments, they could not be impugned.
It was only the deep feeling of my right that gave me strength to
dispute against him. But the scenes soon changed; I was forced
to make appeal to his heart. Straitened by his understanding, I
came out with the most pathetic pleadings. I gave free course
to my tongue and to my tears. I showed him how much I loved
Narciss; how much constraint I had for tw.o years been endur-
ing ; how certain I was of being in the rigkt; that I was ready

